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Abstract-
[Under mentioned interactive ways of learning dtidae encourage in present Sanskrit based distanceé
education system. Vedas recognize discourses am@reaces as an integral part of learning. To
formulate teaching more interesting, appealing aatf-motivated, the dialogue format should be |
incorporate in study materials. In context of &amsthese kind of interactive sessions or study
materials not only highlight the valuable subjeetiknowledge but also help in developing |
communication skills of the learner. Apart from sthiit (Vedas) informs that even temporary
association with teachers can turn fruitful, if anaintains a habit of self-learning. Moreover hivsld
be noted that in distance learning process the riabtmeant for study is called as ‘Self-Study-
Material’ which is just the synonym &alldhyallya. Hence, in modern times too, we should follow
our Vedic way of teaching to promote distance etionaystem.]
Introduction

The present education system comprises of bothlaegand open learning |
methodology for imparting knowledge to studentsmiodern times more and more people are
becoming conscious towards education especialtherfield of higher education. Today, to |
enhance skills one wants to learn more than omarstrof knowledge at same time. But the
problem they are acrossing is of lack of time &leds opportunities. Hence, the concept of
distance education comes into existence. Distanlteagion is a field of education that |
focuses on delivering teaching, often to studertits are not physically present in a traditional

educational setting such as a classroom.

Distance Learning

One can say that Distance Learning Technology [soaess to create and provide
access to learning when the source of informatihthe learners are separated by time andé
distance, or both.The types of available technologies used in degaducation are divided '

into two groupssynchronous learningndasynchronous learningSynchronous distance

! http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distance_educatiortécinote-1
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learning technology is a mode of delivery wherepliticipants are "present" at the same
time. It resembles traditional classroom teachihgequires a timetable to be organizédeb

conferencingvideo conferencingeducational televisigninternet live streamingtelephone

are examples of synchronous technology. The asgnohs learning mode of delivery is
where Students access course materials on their smhrdule and so is more flexiblé.

Students are not required to be together at thee dame. Mail correspondencejessage

boardforums,e-mail videoandaudio recordingsprint materialsyoicemailandfax are the
examples of an asynchronous distance learning ¢émtpn One should remember thaft
distance learning system not only make educatiexildle for learners (with lack of time) buié
also it helps in expanding access (more and ma@ests can join), provides education t;o
disabilities, handicaps, or sick people and alseak@pportunity to all regardless of theifr

socio-economic status, gender, race, age.

Sanskrit through Distance Education System |
Currently, in India Sanskrit through distance edioca system is being taught |r1
various Sanskrit, centralized and open universitiéany courses and new methodology of
teaching such as virtual learning environment (VL&Jearning etc are being introducefd
under this system. A virtual learning environmeah calso include students and teachier
“meeting” online through web-based application. Tieacher is able to present Iessorﬁs
through video, Power Point, or chatting. The stisleme able to talk with other students ar;1d
the teacher, as well as collaborate with each ptmeswer questions, or pose questions. E
learning applications include Web-based learninggmpuuter-based learningirtual |
educationopportunities and digital collaboration. Contentdelivered via the Internet, audiq?)
or video tape, satellite TV, and CD-ROM. It alséers to educational web sites such as thdse
offering learning scenarios, worksheets and intaraexercises for children. These days rn
India, to develop more than one skill learners raptfor distance learning programs thaflt

includes virtual learning environment (VLE)learning etc.

Today student of Sanskrit language want to restitaéngap of traditional and modern way off
learning Sanskrit. A traditional way includes cas$ike Prak-Shastri, Shastri, Acharya whereias
a modern way includes courses like B.A., M.A in Sait. Apart from regular degree coursefs
both modes of learning includes some diploma difezte courses as well. So, for becomingéa

skillful student of Sanskrit in both the approachibss distance education program provides: a



A First EPQRST Journal- www.jahnavisanskritejournal.com , Issue- 18", Vol - V,. Page-34-38 ISSN 976-8645

great help. So, now-a-days in the field of Sangkmt, many distance education programs areé
running in various Sanskrit, centralized and operiversities such as Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan, Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, IGNOUhD@ghiversity etc. These days approach to
distance learning is very popular, even in ancienes people were curious about acquiring

knowledge.

Education in Ancient India

The following agencies of learning were in anciérdia — (a) Teachers, (b) Authors,
(c) Regular students, (d) Travelling scholars, Educational institutions Al lsrama, Carana,
Vidyallaya, Siksalllaya, (f) Learned assemblies and conferencesDigourses(h) Expositions

and literaturé.

Concept of Distance Learning in Vedas
The introduction of distance learning concept appe@at too old but one can trace its roots
in Vedic period. Today everyone thinks that dufifedic era Gurukula-Paramparall” was the I
only way in education system. Whereas, the metloggofind in Vedic scriptures are much
more prominent and can be applied easily. The @grof Vedic philosophy towards distance
learning is based upon the following —
* Family as institute
» Self-learning
» Discourses
» Debates
» Conferences
Family as Institute
Family is the first institute for education. Tt¥atapatha Bra'hmana narrates in a
passage that a father is expected to instruct\ais son® This reflects a family should instruct
their child with basic, moral or cultural education
Self-Learning
The importance of self study is repeatedly insistpdn by Vedic texts, for which the technical

nameSvalldhyalya is applied. The concept of distance learning toefty depends upon ‘self-

2 Education in Ancient India, Veda Mitra, Arya Book Depot, Delhi, 1967, Pg. 18
® a1 fuda g sErfon Satapatha Brahmara 1.6.2.4
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learning’. Hence, relevance d®va ldhyalya pointed out in a way that, by practicing:;
Svalldhyallya one becomes independent of others, the best pdaysior himself, growth of
intelligence, fame and the power of perfecting pleeple? This idea reflects a student have tfo
concentrate himself. In the whole process of edoicahe main work is of student and not of thie
teacher. A student has to concentrate on the coieing taught. This can be learn frorén
Brhadal'ranllyaka Upanisl]ad, where sravan(la, manana andnididhya’/sana are consider asé
the three major steps to be followed by the studentirstly it should be heard of from a teachei‘-:r
or learnt through scriptures, then reflected omulgh reasoning or discussion, and finally by
meditation’ :
Discourses |
Style of expression used in Vedas actually contiegsnethod of instructions or giving directionis
by the preceptor, so that a disciple can discowasélf the exact characteristics of the conteént
being taught. There are examples which point ot¢tgporary association between teachers, efmd
elderly pupils or householders, for imparting obtutedge of some special doctrines and trﬁthiS.
There were plentiful passages in Vedic literaturat tindicates that formal pupilag€drana, |
Vidyalllaya) was not absolutely binding in earlier period.d@nce of instructions without formali
pupilage is found in various verses of Vedic tesisch as in th8rhadal Jranyaka Upanisad, we '
find Yalljhavalkya as the leading participant in all thecdigses, YEjﬁavaIkya-Janaka,é
Yal Jjiavalkya-Galrgill, YalljiiavalkyaSalkalya, Ya jfiavalkya-Maitreyil etc. These all wereé
not strictly his students. He imparts knowledgetlo& deepest problems in all these dialoguefes.
Discourses leave a space for a pupil to think outhfmself.Manana or cogitation as a means oif
convincing oneself of the truth and also to cleardelf against future doubts. Same phenomenfon
can be applied in case of distance education icgerand more discourses can be introducfed
among students during counseling-classes or liatschn this way, one can discuss each a?nd

every step through rational examples.
Debating Circles / Parishads ,
During Vedic era, the types of institutions werdfedent from regular system of educatior’:j.

People were more interested in debates, mutualisimns or academic meetings that improve

* AT ol R TaET S eEd g8 w@iafd wafafee® | Satapatha Brahmara
11.5.7.1,
LI HS:| Taittiri [lya Upanisd 1.11.1

® Brilhadalranlyaka Upanisiad 2.4.4
® Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist), Radha Kumud Mookerji, MLBD, Delhi, 2003, Pg.
98
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disciple’s knowledgé.The science of disputation by whicharka-Salistra’ evolves, is another
popular way of distance education. This approack tiiere in Vedic period, the method of
explaining a subject by an intelligent and graddateries of question and answ&®ne may
consult this from Vedic literature; we find thatgils asked questions with no lack of boldngss.
In this context some of the technical terms arenébin theTaittiri lya Bralhmana'®, Prasnin
(questioner or the one who makes queries in digmuss Abhi-Prasnin (cross-questioner) and
Prasna-Vival 'ka (answerer). In distance education too, studentaldhmze encourage for debates
through Video-conferences.

Conferences |
Besides the small circles of academic discussigesgijc scriptures illustrate some examples of
occasionally summoned national gatherings, whewtteth group of thinkers exchange their '
views. Like in Satapatha Bra lhmana king Janaka Vaideha invited Bramins of the Kuru-
Paficha/la.' In distance education too, conferences can benomegh through internet, where
invited or participated candidates can discuss thews using internet facility.

Conclusion

These above mentioned interactive ways of learsimguld be encourage in present Sanskrit
based distance education system. Vedas recograzeulses and conferences as an integral part;
of learning. To formulate teaching more interestiagpealing and self-motivated, the dialogue
format should be incorporate in study materials.context of Sanskrit, these kind of interactive
sessions or study materials not only highlightuhkiable subjective knowledge but also help in
developing communication skills of the learner. Apaom this, it (Vedas) informs that even
temporary association with teachers can turn fuyitf one maintains a habit of self-learning.
Moreover, it should be noted that in distance legyrprocess the material meant for study is
called as ‘Self-Study-Material’ which is just thgnenym ofSva idhyalya. Hence, in modern
times too, we should follow our Vedic way of teawhito promote distance education system.

" Satapatha Brahmara 11.4.1.2, 11.6.2
8 Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist), Radha Kumud Mookerji, Pg. 112
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